Minutes	Farmington City Council	January 20, 2026
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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

A meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on January 20, 2026 at 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, Michigan. Notice of the meeting was posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor LaRussa.   

1.	Roll Call

	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Johnna Balk
	Mayor Pro-Tem
	Present
	

	Joe LaRussa
	Mayor 
	Present
	

	Kevin Parkins
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Steve Schneemann
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Maria Taylor
	Councilmember
	Present
	



City Administration Present: 
City Manager, David Murphy 
Assistant City Manager, Chris Weber 
City Clerk, Meaghan Bachman
Farmers Market, Walt Gajewski
City Attorney, Joellen Shortley
City Engineers, OHM Advisors 

2.	Pledge of Allegiance

3.	Public Comment 

Michael Sawicky, Magistrate of the 47th District Court in Farmington Hills, noted Judge Brady is retiring, and Mr. Sawicky is running in the election for that open seat. 
















4.	Approval of the Consent Agenda  

Motion by Balk
Seconded by Taylor

Resolved, move to approve the consent agenda as presented. 
A.	City of Farmington Minutes
B.	Farmington Monthly Payments Reports
C.	Farmington Public Safety Monthly Report
D.	Annual Library Special Events:
1. Truck-a-Palooza
2. Family Fun in Riley Park
3. Pavilion Story Time
4. Last Day of School Celebration
E.	Proclamation: Optimist Day

Motion carried unanimously 5-0

5.	Approval of the Regular Agenda  

Motion by Balk 
Seconded by Parkins

Resolved, move to approve the consent agenda as presented. 

Motion carried unanimously 5-0

6-A.	New Business: Approve resolution adopting Park and Recreation Master Plan

[bookmark: _Hlk211423804]Motion by Parkins 
Supported by Taylor 

Assistant City Manager Chris Weber presented the Parks and Recreation Master Plan, explaining that it gives the city the ability to submit requests for various recreation-based grants, most notably from the Michigan National Resources Trust Fund.

The Planning Commission had reviewed the plan at their January 12, 2026 meeting and recommended forwarding it to City Council for adoption.

Mr. Schneeman thanked the consultant for their hard work on three master plans conducted simultaneously and expressed support for the plan while addressing concerns about ball diamond usage.

Resolved, move to approve resolution adopting Park and Recreation Master Plan.

Motion carried unanimously 5-0

 
[bookmark: _Hlk213850754]6-B.	New Business: Special Event - Praise in the Park

[bookmark: _Hlk213850591][bookmark: _Hlk211438260]Motion by Balk
Seconded by Taylor  

Resolved, move to approve the Praise in the Park event application for Shiawassee Park on Sunday, July 26 from 4 – 7 p.m.  

Motion carried unanimously 5-0

6-C.	New Business: Recommended appointments to the Founders Festival Committee

Motion by Parkins
Supported by Taylor 

City Manager David Murphy presented recommended appointments to the Founders Festival Committee:

· Resident – Ron Coucke
· Resident – Taylor McAvoy
· Resident – Trevor Medema
· Business Owner – Karlyn Cassidy
· Business Owner – Ryan Kavanagh
· Library Rep – Maria Showich-Gallop
· Public Safety Director – Bob Houhanisin
· City Manager – David Murphy
· DDA Director – Jessica Westendorf
· City Council – Johnna Balk
· DPW Superintendent – Josh Leach 
· JAG Entertainment – James Gietzen

Resolved, move to approve the Founders Festival Committee members as presented. 

Motion carried unanimously 5-0

7-A.	Presentation/Public Hearings: Holly Days Recap 

Annette Compo, of Compo & Medema Group, provided a Holly Days recap presentation with a video showcasing the December event's success and requested approval for December 5, 2026, as the next Holly Days date.







7-B	Presentation/Public Hearings: Farmers Market 

Walt Gajewski presented the farmer's market annual report, noting attendance of over 119,000 visitors, 1.3 million Facebook page views, and 15 consecutive years of revenues exceeding expenses. He requested approval to open the 2026 market season from May 2nd through November 7th for a 28-week season.

Motion by Taylor
Seconded by Balk 

Resolved, move to approve the 2026 Farmers Market Dates from May 2 – November 7, 2026.  

Motion carried unanimously 5-0

8.	Public Comment

Peggy, resident at 22658 Brookdale, noted the Annual Apple Dessert Bake Off will be back at the Farmers Market over the summer. She officially asked Mayor LaRussa to serve as the Emcee. 

9.	Council Comment

Councilmember Parkins expressed that the meeting reflected several positive community accomplishments, including successful holiday events, progress on the Farmers Market wall, planning for the upcoming Founders Festival, and approval of the Master Plan, noting it was a strong and positive start to the year.

10.	Adjournment

	Motion by Balk
	Seconded by Taylor

[bookmark: _Hlk155776510]Resolved, move to adjourn the meeting at 7:51 PM.

Motion carried unanimously 5-0



________________________________
Joe LaRussa, Mayor  	


	
Meaghan K. Bachman, City Clerk	
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